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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT INFRASTRUCTURE CO-CONTRIBUTION — 2018–19 STATE BUDGET 

317. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Treasurer: 
I have a supplementary question. Can the Treasurer confirm that the federal government is expecting the state 
government to co-contribute for most of those projects, not just in the never–never, but now, over the forward 
estimates, and as a result of the Treasurer’s failure to do that, he is putting federal funding of $3.2 billion in jeopardy? 

Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
I can confirm that, when the commonwealth government says this project will be funded 50–50, or 80–20, yes, 
there is an expected state contribution. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: No, in the next four years. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: No. I suggest that the Leader of the Opposition has not read the commonwealth budget, because 
I think he will find that even the commonwealth government is cashflowing those out to about 2024, from memory. 
What the Leader of the Opposition may not know is that our forward estimates do not go that far forward. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, this is not a chat fest, okay? Next time I will call you to order. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I know that the good relationship we have with Mathias Cormann, the federal Minister for Finance, 
and a range of other senior Liberal ministers — 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I know that this good relationship aggrieves the Leader of the Opposition. I get that, but I am 
concerned at the suggestion at the end of the member’s supplementary question that he will be articulating to his 
federal colleagues the removal of money from Western Australian infrastructure projects. It worries me that the 
Leader of the Opposition would do something so against the interests of the state, to argue internally in the 
Liberal Party that money allocated through the federal Liberal government should be pulled out and not allocated 
to Western Australia. We will go through our normal budget processes. Of course there will be state contributions. 
Anyone who thinks there will be no state contribution is mad. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: Provision it. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Provision it! The problem you had, you provisioned for MAX light rail. What happened with 
that project? What happened with MAX light rail? 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: The problem you have is that you do not know how to budget, and you do not know how to 
deliver. We will go through our processes of budgeting, we will go through our processes of delivery. Of course 
there will be state contributions, and they will be accounted for when we know what those costs are, and we know 
what the cash flows are. 
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